ILLINOIS Dr. Tony Sanders, State Superintendent of Education

STAT E B OA R D O F Dr. Steven Isoye, Chair of the Board

EDUCATION EQUITY « QUALITY « COLLABORATION « COMMUNITY

MEMORANDUM

TO: Boards of Education
FROM: Michael Gum, Director of School Business Services
DATE: July 20, 2026

SUBJECT: School District Reorganization Feasibility Study Grant Program

Section 2-3.206 of the School Code requires the lllinois State Board of Education to annually
notify all school district superintendents and school boards of the availability of funding under
the School District Reorganization Feasibility Study Grant Program.

For fiscal year 2027, $80,000 has been appropriated for this program. Each study is
reimbursable for up to $16,000.

Documents and procedures for applying for the School District Reorganization Feasibility Study
Grant Program are available on ISBE’s School District Reorganization Feasibility Studies
webpage (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-District-Reorganization-Feasibility-Studies.aspx).
Applications will be reviewed and awarded per 23 ill. Adm. Code 705. Please note that approvai
by the ROE/ISC does not guarantee that the study will be funded. A list of third-party
consultants who have experience conducting feasibility studies in Illinois is included for your
reference.

School districts must complete and submit the application packet to the ROE/ISC no later than
Dec. 1, 2026.

If you have any questions, please contact Christy Morgan at Financel®@isbe.net or call 217-785-8779.
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School District Reorganization Feasibility Study Third-Party Consultants

Pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/2-3.206, the State Board of Education is providing this list of third-party

consultants who have experience conducting feasibility studies in lllinois. School districts may use the
feasibility study consultant(s) of their choosing. The consultant(s} used do not have to appear on this list.
For a study to be eligible for a grant under the School District Reorganization Feasibility Study Grant Program,
each third-party consultant engaged to conduct the study must meet the following minimum criteria:

a)
b)

c)
d)

The consultant may not have recent (within the past year) or ongoing financial engagements with
any of the school districts included in the study.

Retired superintendents may not conduct a study for a district in which they were employed as a
superintendent.
The consultant may not be a resident of any of the districts included in the study.

The consultant may not own real estate within boundaries of any of the districts included in the study.

Baker Tilly Advisory Group

Matt Bubness

311 N. Green St., Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60607
312-228-7336
matt.bubness@bakertilly.com

www.BakerTilly.com

Nick E. Cavaliere, Partner, CPA, CFE
1301 W. 22" St., Suite 400

Qak Brook, IL 60523

630-645-6244 (office)
n.cavaliere@bakertilly.com

www.BakerTilly.com

Midwest School Consultants

Dr. Leonard R. Bogle
519 W. Sangamon
Fisher, IL 61843
217-620-7349
irbogle@hotmail.com

Dr. David Deets
519 W. Sangamon
Fisher, IL 61843
618-698-6462

deetsd@msd19.org

Dr. William Phillips
618-558-7882 {cell)
wphill @uis.edu

Nick Osborne, Ph. D.
429 Jay Drive

Mount Vernon, IL 62864
618-204-1948 (cell)

nrosborne@eiu.edu




Ralph Grimm

6 Ingersoll Bivd
Canton, IL 61520
309-351-4905

ralphgrimmi @gmail.com

Dr. Gary Kelly

8405 Golden Pond Lane
Benton IL 62812
618-318-3734

garykellyfcl@gmail.com

Robert Lagerblade
218 3 st.

Port Byron, IL 61275
309-236-1292

boblagerblade @yahoo.com

Questions about the feasibility study process can be addressed to Christy Morgan, lllinois State Board of
Education, School Business Services Department, at 217-785-8779 or Financel@isbe.net.




